
Topic of Chinese Talk:我是谁？儒家伦常、西方个体与佛教之“无我 
Who Am I? Confucian Ethics and Relationships, the Western 
Individual, and Buddhist “Non-Self”)


Brief: Who am I? How is the “I” shaped within different cultural 
contexts? Confucian traditions emphasize a person’s place within the 
family, social roles, and ethical relationships, while Western societies 
place greater emphasis on individual independence, freedom, choice, 
and self-development.


Buddhist “non-self” (anattā) offers a different perspective. This talk 
begins with Confucian ethics and relationships and the Western 
conception of the individual, and then turns to the Buddhist 
understanding of dependent origination and non-self. It explores inner 
discovery, self and others, and positive connection, and further 
considers how the view of dependent origination may contribute to 
enhancing the quality of life in the age of AI.)


